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Surah 40 Surah Mu'min 

THE MU MIN 

THE LINK BETWEEN SURAH MU'MIN AND SURAH ZUMAR 

By Name: Surah Zumar made mention of the two groups (Zumar) one headed for Jannah and 
the other for Jahannam. Surah Mu'min mentions a Mu'min from Fir'oun's people, who advised 
them about two important aspects He told them about Towheed, on account of which the one 
group attained Jannah, and he also warned them against Shirk, because of which the other 
group were sent to Jahannam. 

By Content: The central theme of Surah Zumar is contained in verse 2 where Allaah says, 
“worship Allaah, making Deen (worship) exclusively His (only for His pleasure).” Here 
Allaah negates partners being ascribed to Him. Surahs Mu'min, HaaMeem Sajdah and Shura 
discuss the essence of all worship, viz. Du'a. The details of Du'a are contained in these three 
Surahs. 

Surah Zumar also discusses the fact that there are no intercessors in Allaah's court e.g. “Do they 
take intercessors besides Allaah?” [verse 43]. This theme is discussed in Surah Zukhruf 
which appears after Surahs Mu'min, HaaMeem Sajdah and Shura. 

A SUMMARY OF THE SURAH 

The introduction of the S urah consists of the following four passages : 

1. Verses 2 and 3 explain that the Qur'aan is revealed by Allaah Who is Dominant over all 
and Who is the All Knowing. Whilst He is Forgiving enough to pardon the penitent 
person, He is also Powerful enough to punish any transgressor. 

2. Verses 4 to 6 discuss the fact that only obstinate and rebellious people reject the Qur'aan, 
causing them to suffer the same consequences as the previously destroyed nations. 

3. From verse 7 to verse 9, Allaah speaks about how those who believe in the Qur'aan achieve 
the honour of being mentioned in the supplications of those noble angels who carry Allaah's 
throne and those who continuously glorify Him around the throne. 

4. Thereafter, in verses 10 to 12, mention is made of the fact that those who reject the Qur'aan 
will earn Allaah's wrath in the Aakhirah. 

The balance of the Surah deals with of the following aspects: 

* The theme of the Surah is that the Du’a of the angels are repeated thrice. 

* Four proofs to substantiate the theme . 

* A detailed example concerning the evil consequences of kufr to be faced in this world. 

* Consolation for Rasulullaah ii®, which is mentioned twice. 
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. 



1. HaaMeem. (Only Allaah knows the correct meaning of these letters.) 



2. This Book is revealed from Allaah, the Mighty, the All Knowing. 



3. (Allaah is also) The Forgiver of sins, Acceptor of repentance, Severe (quick and firm) in 
punishment, and All Powerful. There is no Ilaah but He, and all (creation) shall return to 

Him (afterdeath for judgement) . 



4. It is only those who commit kufr who argue about Allaah's Aayaat (an act for which they 
will soon be punished). So let not their travelling about through the lands (their apparent freedom 
to do as they please) deceive you (into thinking that they will not be punished. Allaah is allowing them grace only 
until the period He has destined for their punishment). 



5. Before them, the nation of Nooh <M rejected (the message oftheAmbiyaa), as well as 
the many groups after them. Every nation resolved (intended) to seize (harm) their Rasool 
and they used falsehood to argue in an effort to refute (deny) the truth. So I seized 
(punished) them instead. How (severe) was My punishment? 
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6. Thus, the declaration (decision) of your Rabb has been passed (already decided) against 
the Kaafiroon; that they shall certainly be from among the inmates of the Fire. 



7. The angels carrying the Throne, as well as those around them, glorify the praises 
of their Rabb, believe in Him, and seek forgiveness for those who have Imaan. (They 
make du’aa saying,) “O our Rabb! Your mercy and knowledge encompass (embrace) 
everything. So forgive those who repent and who follow Your path. And save them 
from the punishment of the Blaze (Jahannum).” 



8. “O our Rabb! Admit them into the Jannaat of eternity, which You have promised 
them, as well as the righteous ones from among their fathers, their spouses, and their 
progeny (allow them all to live together in Jannah as they did in the world). Undoubtedly, You are the 

Mighty, the Wise.” 



9. “And save them from difficulties (evils). You have certainly showered Your mercy on 
the one whom You have saved from difficulties on that day (ofQiyaamah). This is indeed 
the greatest success. ” 



10. Verily it will be announced to those who committed kufr (on the Day ofQiyaamah, when 
they will be entering Jahannam and cursing themselves for not accepting Imaan), “Undoubtedly, Allaah's 
hatred for you is worse than your hatred for yourselves. (You have only yourselves to blame for 
your predicament because) When you were called towards Imaan, you rejected f the call)." 



1 1 . They will say, “O our Rabb! (Whereas in the world we denied life after death, we now admit that) You 
gave US death twice (before our births and after living our lives) and granted US life twice (when we 
were born and now after death). We (also) admit (confess) our sins, so is there any way to escape 
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(punishment)?” (It will then be made clear to them that the opportunity to ask for forgiveness had passed in the world and 
that they will have to remain in Jahannam forever.) 



12 . (It will be further said to them) “This (punishment) is because you disbelieved each time that 
Allaah Alone (Towheed) was mentioned. However, whenever partners were ascribed to 
Him, you believed (that this was true). Judgement shall be for Allaah, the Exalted, the 
Great.” (Because your crime was against such a Great Being, the punishment needs to be just as great.) 




13. It is Allaah Who shows you His Aayaat (so that you may realise His greatness and power), and 

sends sustenance (rain) for you from the sky. Only he who turns to Allaah will heed 

(benefit from this and the other advice Allaah gives him) . 






14. So supplicate (call) to Allaah, making all of religion (worship) exclusively (solely) for 
Him (without regarding any other as His partners) , even though the Kaafiroon dislike it. (Fear Allaah 
rather than any others.) 


1 
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15. (Do not think that you will lose any honour or status by attracting the displeasure of the Kuffaar because Allaah is) 

The Exalter of ranks (the One Who raises our status) and the Owner of the Throne. (By worshipping 
Only Him, He will grant you honour, wealth and status.) By His Command, He sends revelation to 
those bondsmen (servants) whom He wills (theAmbiyaa $$&$£), so that they warn (people) 
about the Day of Meeting (with Him, on the Day ofQiyaamah). 




16. (The Day ofQiyaamah is) The day they (people) will all come forward and nothing of theirs 

(none of their actions or beliefs) will be hidden from Allaah. (They will therefore be rewarded or punished for 
everything.) (On the Day of Qiyaamah, when nothing but Allaah will be Alive, Allaah will announce), “To Whom 
does all Kingdom belong today? (They will reply by saying that all kingdom belongs) To Allaah, the 
One, the Omnipotent.” 





17. On this day every soul shall be recompensed (rewarded) for what it earned (without 
anyone having to suffer for the sins of others). No injustice (wrong) shall be done today! Verily, 
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Allaah is Swift in Reckoning (deciding one’s final destiny) 



18. Warn them about the imminent day when (out of fear and grief) hearts will be at the 
throats, slowly swallowing (their grief and remorse). The oppressors (Kuffaar) shall have no 
friend (to offer assistance), nor any intercessor who will be obeyed (whose pleading on their behalf 
will be accepted ) . 



19. Allaah knows the fraud (theft) of the eyes (the secret lustful glances that people make), and what 
the hearts conceal ( the evil intentions that people have) . (When Allaah knows even these most secret things, then 
certainly He knows everything else). 




V 


20. Allaah passes judgement with justice (because He is The Most Just). Those (gods) that they 
(the Mushrikeen) worship besides Allaah cannot pass judgement in any affair (because they 
have no powers). Verily, only Allaah is the All Hearing, the All Seeing (and therefore Only He is 
capable of passing sound judgement). 



21. Do they (the Kuffaar) not travel on earth (to the lands of nations that were destroyed), SO they may 
see what was the plight (terrible end) of those (Kuffaar) before them? Those people were 
more powerful than them in terms of strength (power), and in terms of the landmarks 
(monuments) they left behind on earth. Nevertheless, Allaah seized (punished) them on 
account of their sins. (Despite their great strength and resources) , They had none to protect them 
against (the punishment of) Allaah. (When such powerful nations could not withstand Allaah's punishment, how 
will the weaker nations of later times withstand it?) 



22. This (punishment) came because Our Rusul used to come to them with clear signs (to 

prove that they were true Ambiyaa but they (the Kuffaar) rejected (their claim and message). So 

(Because of their kufr, the punishment of) Allaah seized them. Undoubtedly, He is Powerful, 
Severe in punishment. 
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23. Verily, We sent Moosa ffli® with Our Aayaat and a clear proof ( his miracles which 
proved that he was truly Allaah's Rasool ) . . . 




24. ...to Fir'oun, Haamaan (Fir'oun's prime minister) and Qaaroon (the richest man among the Barti 
Israa'eel). (However, instead of accepting his message) , They said, “He is a magician and a liar.” 



25. When he came to them with the truth from Us, they (Fir'oun and his ministers) said, “Kill the 
sons of those who believe in him (Moosa & M®i®S=) and keep (spare) their women alive (to serve us 
as slaves) . ” (However) , The schemes (plots) of the Kaafiroon (to harm the Mu'mineen) are ever lost. 



©O’lijvV) 


26. (Seeing that Moosa$$’&£ was amassing a large following,) Fir'oun said, “Leave me to kill Moosa, 
and let him call for his Rabb (to assist him). (0 people! I am doing this for pour benefit because) I fear 
that he may change (alter) your religion or that he may spread corruption on earth.” 



27. Moosa said, “I seek the protection of my Rabb and your Rabb from every 
haughty (proud) person who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning.” 



28. A Mu'min from Fir'oun's people, who (had until then) concealed his Imaan (from Fir’oun 
and the others), said, “Will you kill a man for saying 'Allaah is my Rabb', when he has 
brought the truth to you from your Rabb? If he is lying, then his lies shall be to his 
own detriment. (Why should we then have his blood on our hands?) . However, if he is truthful, a part 
of what (punishment) he has promised shall befall you. Verily, Allaah does not guide him 
who exceeds the limits and is a liar.” 
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29. “O my people! You have kingdom (rule over Egypt) today and are dominant in the 
land but (despite all of this) who can assist us against Allaah's punishment (calamity) when it 
comes to US (on account of assassinating His R asool)?” (Feeling intimidated by the words of the Mu'min), 
Fir'oun said (to regain the complete support of his people), “I am suggesting to you only what I 
regard (perceive) to be correct, and I am guiding you only towards the path of guidance 
(goodness).” 



30. The one who had Imaan said, “O my people! I fear that you may suffer a day of 

(punishment like that which struck) the (previous) nations...” 



31. “...something like the plight (difficulties) of the nation of Nooh the Aad, the 

Thamud and those (Kuffaar nations) after them. Allaah never desires injustice for His 
bondsmen (and will punish them only when they deserve punishment on account of their evil).” 




32. “O my people! Verily I fear the day of Calling for you” (referring to the Day of Qiyaamah 
when people will be called to account for their actions and they will also be calling to each other for help)... 




33. “...(the Day of Qiyaamah will be) the day when you will turn back on your heels (in an effort to 
run away from Jahannam) and there shall be none to protect you from (the punishment of) Allaah. 
There can be no guide for the one whom Allaah sends astray.” 



34. “Without doubt, Yusuf came to you with clear signs (to prove that he was Allaah's 

trueRasool), but you remained (continued) in constant doubt about what he brought to you 
until the time came when he passed away, then you said, 'Allaah shall never (again) 
send a Rasool after him (Allaah knows that it is futile to send another Rasul because we will reject him just as we 
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rejected Yusuf .’) Thus does Allaah allow those people to go astray who transgress 
(exceed) the limits and who are sceptical...” (doubtful) 




35. “...those who dispute about Allaah's Aayaat without any warrant (justification) 
coming to them. This is extremely detestable in the sight of Allaah and in the sight of 
those who have Imaan. Thus (by allowing people to continue their evil ways) does Allaah set a seal 
on the heart of every haughty (proud) and tyrannical (arrogant) person (hence they are unable to 
accept the truth)." 



36. (Scoffing Towheed), Fir'oun said, “O Haamaan, build a tower for me so that 1 may find 
the means...” (way) 



37. “...the means to the heavens so that I can have a close look at the Ilaah of Moosa 
‘SMjKP. I strongly feel that he is a liar.” In this manner the evil of his actions was made 
appealing (acceptable) to Fir'oun, and he was prevented from (barred) the path (of the truth). 
The scheme of Fir'oun led only to destruction. 



38. The one who had Imaan said, “O my people! Follow me and I shall lead you to the 
path of guidance (goodness).” 



39. “O my people! This worldly (present) life is a trivial (fleeting) gain (because it will soon come to 

an end). Undoubtedly the Aakhirah (the life in Jannah) is really a place to live (because it will not 
cometoanend).” 
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40. “Whoever commits a sin (evil) shall be punished only for it (without the punishment being 
increased). (On the other hand), Whichever male or female carries out (does) a good deed as a 
Mu'min shall enter Jannah, where they will be sustained (provided for) without 
restriction (even though their deeds may have been limited).” 




41. “O my people! How is it that 1 call you towards salvation, whereas you call me 
towards the Fire?” 



42. “You call me to disbelieve in Allaah and to ascribe such partners to Him for 
which I have no justification (no knowledge). On the other hand, I am calling you towards 
the Mighty, the Most Forgiving.” (Wheresyou ought to be listening to me, you endeavour to mislead me.) 




43. “It is a fact that those (gods) towards which you call me have no claim (no control or 
influence) in this world or in the Aakhirah. (After death) , Our return shall certainly be to 
Allaah, and (when he passes judgement) the transgressors (Kuffaar and sinners) will be the inmates 
of the Fire.” 


' 6) juri 


44. “You shall soon recall (after you are punished in this world or after you die) what 1 am telling you 
(because you will realise that it is the truth). (Sensing that the people were not pleased with what he told them, he added) , 

I surrender my affairs to Allaah. Allaah is definitely Watchful over His bondsmen (He 

will protect me against your evil) . ” 


4 


45. So Allaah saved (guarded) him (Moosa from the evils of the plots they made, 

and a terrible punishment enveloped the people of Fir'oun (when they were drowned in the Red 


Sea). 




46. They (Fir'oun and his followers) will be presented before the Fire morning and evening (life 
in their graves). And, on the day that Qiyaamah will take place, (the angels will be told) “Enter 
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the people of Fir'oun into the worst of punishments.” 



47. (Do not forget the time) When they (the people ofJahannam) will argue with each other in the 
Fire. Then the weak ones will say to the haughty (proud) ones (their Kuffaar leaders), “Verily 
we were your followers (in the world), SO fas our leaders) Can you remove (take away) a portion of 
the Fire from us?” 



48. The haughty (proud) ones will say, “We are all together in the Fire (and shall all suffer here 
forourkufr. We can neither help you nor ourselves) . Allaah has already passed judgement between 
His bondsmen (and we have been doomed toJahannam. There can be no reversing Allaah' s judgement) . 



49. The people in Jahannam will say to the keepers of Jahannam, “Supplicate to 
(request) your Rabb to lessen (reduce) a day (even a little bit) of the punishment for us.” 



50. They (the keepers ofJahannam) will ask, “Did your Rusul not come to you with clear 
signs (miracles to prove that they were Allaah's true Ambiyaa )?” They (the people in Jahannam) will 

reply, “Certainly.” They (the keepers) will then say, “Then you (continue to) pray (for relief from 
punishment) . (However), The prayer of the Kaafiroon is lost (your plea will never be answered) 






5 1 . We shall definitely assist Our Rusul and those who have Imaan in this worldly life 
as well as on the Day (ofQiyaamah) when witnesses will stand. 




52 . The day (ofQiyaamah will be a day) when the excuses of the oppressors will not benefit 
them, when they will be cursed (cast far from Allaah's mercy) and have the worst of (evil) places 
to stay (in Jahannam). 
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53. Verily We gave guidance (deep spiritual understanding) to Moosa $$88* and made the 
Bani Israa'eel inheritors of the Book (theTorah)... 


54. . . .which is a (means of) guidance and advice (direction) for those with intelligence (the wise). 



55. So be patient! (Be firm.) Allaah's promise (of assistance) is certainly the truth (and will soon 
come to you, 0 Rasulullaah tSeM). Seek forgiveness for your errors, and glorify the praises of 
your Rabb morning and evening. 




56. Those who dispute about Allaah's Aayaat without any warrant (authority) that has 
come to them have only pride in the hearts, (to acquire greatness) which they shall never 
reach (attain until they accept Islaam.) (However, they cannot harm you in the least). So seek refuge with 
(protection in) Allaah. Undoubtedly, only He is the All Hearing, All Seeing. 




57. The creation of the heavens and the earth is greater (more complex) than the creation 
of mankind, but most people (the Kuffaar) do not know. (While admitting that Allaah created the 
heavens and the earth, the Kuffaar refute resurrection, although resurrection is easier. ) 



58. (These people fail to realise that resurrection is necessary because) The blind and the seeing cannot 
be equal, neither can those who have Imaan and who do good deeds be equal to the 

sinners. (There will therefore have to be a time when the good must be rewarded and the sinners punished.) 
(However), Little is it that they take heed (reflect). 
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59 . There is indeed no doubt in the fact that Qiyaamah is imminent (coming). However, 
most people do not have Imaan. 



60. Your Rabb says, “Supplicate (make du'aa) to Me, I shall respond (in a manner that is most 
beneficial for you). Verily, those who are too proud to worship Me shall soon enter 
Jahannam in (great) humiliation.” 



61 . It is Allaah Who has made the night for you to rest, and has made the day for you 
to see (so that you do your work) . Without doubt, Allaah is Full of Grace (always giving) towards 
mankind, but most people are ungrateful (and fail to worship Him when it is He Who gives them all they 
have) . 




62. This is Allaah, your Rabb, the Creator of everything. None besides Him is worthy 
of worship, SO to where are you wandering (andmovingfurtherawayfromHim) ? 




63. In a like manner (just as you wander astray), did those who rejected Allaah's Aayaat (before 
you also) wander ( astray) . (You should therefore beware that you do not suffer the punishment they suffered.) 










64. It is Allaah Who made the earth a stable abode for you, and the sky a roof (like a 
dome). (It is He) Who fashioned you, beautified your appearances, and sustained you 
with pure things (pure foods). This is Allaah, your Rabb. So Blessed is Allaah, the Rabb 
of the universe. 



65. He is the Living besides Whom no other deserves to be worshipped (but Him). So pray to 
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Him, devoting worship solely to Him. All praise is for Allaah, the Rabb of the universe. 



66. (0 Rasulullaah Sif !) Say (to the Mushrikeen), “I have been prohibited (forbidden) from 
worshipping those whom you worship besides Allaah since the clear signs (ofTowheed) 
have come to me from my Rabb. I have also been commanded to be obedient to the 
Rabb of the universe. ” 




67. It is He Who created you (your father Aadam %%$$&) from sand, then (lie created the 
generations of man, whose development in the womb begins) from a drop of fluid (semen), then from a 
clot of blood, after which Allaah extracted you (from the womb) as a child. Thereafter, 
(after arriving in the world, Allaah preserves you) to reach your strength (as an adult), and then to 
become old, the lives of some of you being taken first (before reaching old age). And (He 
preserves you) so that you reach the appointed term (the time of your death), and so that you 
may understand (Towheed and the purpose of your creation). 


68 . It is Allaah Who gives life and death. When He decides a matter, all He has to say 

(for it to come into existence) is “Be!” and it becomes (w hat He intended) . 


69. Have you not seen those who dispute about Allaah's Aayaat? Where are they 
heading? 


V 
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70. (They are) Those who reject the Book (theQur’aan) and that (message ofTowheed) with which 
We sent Our Rusul (throughout the passage of time). They shall soon Come to know (the error of 
their ways on the Day ofQiyaamah ) . . . 




71. ...when yokes will be placed around their necks, as well as chains. They will be 
dragged... (like prisoners) 
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72 into the boiling water, after which they will be cast as fuel for the Fire. 
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73. Thereafter it will be told to them, “Where are those whom you ascribed as 
partners... 




74. ...to Allaah?” (Will they not assist you today as you claimed in the world?) They will reply, “They 
have been lost to us. In fact, (it has now occurred to us that) we never worshipped anything 
before this (because the gods we worshipped in the world were really nothing and our worship was wasted).” In 

this manner, does Allaah allow the Kaafiroon to stray. (They worship gods whom they admit are 
powerless in theAakhirah.) 



75. (They will be told in the Aakhirah) This (punishment you are to suffer) is because you were 
unjustifiably haughty on earth and because you were boastful.” 



76. “Enter the gates of Jahannam where you will live forever. Evil indeed is the (final) 
abode of the proud ones (in Jahannam) 1 .” 



77. (0 Rasulullaah &$Ml) Be patient (firm), (do not be distressed by the rejection and harassment of the Kuffaar) 

for verily Allaah's promise (to assist the Ambiyaa^ W8tj£) is true. So if We were to show you (O 

Rasulullaah *$Mi) a part of what (punishment) We have promised them (if We punish them during your 
lifetime), or (if) We were to claim your soul (before punishing them or without punishing them), then (in 
any event , you should not worry because) they shall be returned to Us (after death and We shall then ensure 
that they are punished) . 
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78. (0 Rasulullaah &M°!) Verily We have sent many Rusul before you. Of them there are 
those whose narrations We have related to you, as well as those whose narrations We 
have not related to you. (However, the common factor among all of them was that) No Rasool had the 
power to produce a miracle (sign) without Allaah's permission (and it was because of this that 
people opposed them, just as they oppose you). (This is bound to happen). So (when it does, do not be distressed 
because) when Allaah's command (punishment) comes, judgement (decision) will be passed 
(made) with the truth and, on that occasion, the people of falsehood will be at a loss. 



79. Allaah created the livestock for you so that you may ride some of them (such as horses 
and mules), and you may eat others (such as cows, sheep and goats). 




80. There are many (other) uses for you in them (such as using their skins), and (Allaah has created 
them) so that you may attain (reach) the need in your hearts by riding them (such as riding them 
for trade or for travelling). You are transported on them (on land) and on ships (at sea, thus making 
your travels easy). 





81. And Allaah shows you His Aayaat (which demonstrate His power), so which of Allaah's 
Aayaat will you reject (when they are all so clear) ? 




82. Do they (theKuffaar) not travel in the lands to see what was the plight (the terrible end) of 
those (Kuffaar) before them? Those people were more than them (the Kuffaar narrations) in 
numbers, more powerful than them in strength and in terms of the landmarks they 
left behind on earth. However, everything they earned was of no use to them (when 
Allaah's punishment arrived ) . 



83. When their Rusul brought the clear signs to them, they became arrogant (proud) on 
account (inspire) of the (limited) knowledge they had, and that which they mocked (Allaah’s 
punishment) enveloped them. 
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84. When they saw Our punishment, they said, “We believe in Allaah Alone and 
reject the partners we ascribed to Him. ” 
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85. However, their belief could not benefit them when they saw Our punishment 

(because it was too late). (This is) Allaah's practice (in way of dealing with theKuffaar), which has passed 
(as in the past) over His bondsmen. The Kaafiroon shall (always) be at a loss (perish). 
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